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Buffer Zone Management Rules, 2052 (1996)

Date of publication in Nepal Gazette
2052.11.28 (11 March 1996)

In exercise of the powers conferred by the Sec3®ref the National Parks and
Wildlife Conservation Act, 1973, Government of Nepas framed the following Rules.
Chapter - 1

Preliminary
1. Short Title and Commencement(1l) These Rules may be called "Buffer Zone

Management Rules, 2052 (199%)."
(2) These Rules comes into force immediately.
2. Definitions: Unless the subject or context otherwise requimésese Rules:

(@) "Act"means the National Parks and Wildlife Gervation Act, 1973.

(b)  "Ministry" means Government-of Nepal, Ministgf Forest and Soil
Conservation.

(c) "Department” means Government of Nepal, Depant of National Parks
and Wildlife Conservation.

(d)  "Director General" means the Director Genefdhe Department.

(e) "User" means all the people living within Baffer Zones to utilize forest
resources and direct beneficiary from the projectbé operated for the
community development of local people.

() "Users' Committee"” means the Users' Commitiemed under the Rule-8.

(90 "Buffer Community Forest" means the Buffer Goomity Forest handed
over to the users' committee under the Rule-21.

(h)  “Buffer Religious Forest" means the Buffer igalus Forest handed over to
the religious body, group or community under thdeR2p.

() "Buffer Private Forest" means the Buffer Ptevdrorest planted in private

% This Rules was published in Part 45, No. 47, SeQiof Nepal Gazette on 2052-11-28 ( March 11, 1996
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()

lands within the buffer zone under the Rule-23.
"Buffer Zone Forest" means the Forests unbderRule-25 excluding buffer
community forest, buffer religious forest and buffaivate forest within
the buffer zone as provided in Section-3a of the Ac

Chapter-2

Demarcation of Buffer Zone

Prescription of Buffer Zone Government of Nepal, while prescribing

buffer zones of the peripheral area of nationak jpare serve by describing

boundary under Section-3a of the Act, shall considgural boundary as

the primary basis, and the following factors sh#db be considered:

(a) areas likely to be affected from national pankl reserve,

(b)  geographical situation of national park anceres,

(c) status of the villages and settlements locatéfuin national park
and reserve,

(d) areathat could be practicable and appropfiata the point of
management of the buffer zone.

Unit Division of Buffer Zones (1) For proper management of the buffer

zones, the warden may divide such areas into \auaits.

(2) While dividing a buffer zone into units undéret Sub-rule (1)
based on the status, extent and users' settleni¢hé duffer zone, local
authorities and users shall be coordinated.

Chapter - 3
Management of Buffer Zones

Preparation of Management Work Plan (1) The warden shall prepare

and submit buffer zone management work plan to Degartment for
community development, environmental conservatio &he balanced
utilization of forest resources of the buffer zanes

(2) The following provisions shall be included ihetwork plan
under the Sub-rule (1):
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(a)

(b)

(€)

(d)

(e)

(f)

(9)

(h)

(i)

()

(k)

(

(m)

(n)

description of forests, bushes, grass landsfalhav
land areas,

status of forest boundaries,

description of cultivated and fallow land,

maps prepared showing rivers, streams and otasar
resources,

description of population, population densifgrest
areas and utilization of forest resources,
description of the forest that can be handedraas
community, religious and private forests within the
buffer zone,

work plan to be implemented for forest develepit
work plan to be implemented for the community
development,

man power and financial resources for impleraéion
of the work plan,

programmes on soil conservation, tourism depglent,
environmental and historic heritage conservation,
annual description of collection and utilizatioof
forest resources,

description of the requirement of forest reses for
the local people,

description of the area for implementation arid use
system,

description of other requirements for the mamagnt
of buffer zones

(3) The Director General shall submit the managemesrk plan

submitted under the Sub-rule (1) with necessarynaments if necessary,

to the Ministry for approval.
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(4) The Ministry may approve the management wodh gubmitted
under the Sub-rule (3).

(5) Concerned Warden shall have the responsibifity the
implementation of the management work plan appravedér the Sub-rule
(4).

6. Amendment in_Management Work Plan (1) The warden may put

forward the management work plan to the Departmaétit his opinion to
make any amendments if he deems necessary.

(2) If it is seen reasonable to make amendmentiemtanagement
work plan submitted under the Sub-rule (1), the @&pent shall forward a
report with its opinion to the Ministry.

7. Conservation in Buffer Zone The warden shall have the responsibility to

do or get the following conservation works don¢hia buffer zones:
(a) wildlife,
(b)  natural environment and natural resources,
(c) bio-diversity,
(d) forests,
(e) developmentworks.
Chapter-4

Users' Committee

8. Formation_of Users' Committee:(1) The warden may form necessary

users' committees in co-ordination with the locaddies to assist
community development and balanced utilization aé&$t resources, and
the conservation of the elements mentioned in tide-R in the units
divided under the Rule-4.

(2) Users' committee under the Sub-rule (1) sheeha president, a
vice president, a secretary, a treasurer and st fieke members selected by
users from among themselves.

(3) Users themselves shall prescribe the selegtionedure for the
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officials of the users' committee.
(4) The terms of the officials of the users' cortmei will be for five
years.

9. Reqistration of the Users' Committee (1) After the formation of the

users' committee under the Rule-8, an applicatiball she submitted
according to the Schedule-1 to the Warden for teggisn of the users'
committee.

(2) If an application is received under the Suler(), the Warden
shall register the users' committee after necessaquiry, and give
registration certificate as prescribed in the Sciee@.

10. Functions, Duties and Powers of Users' Commie The Users'

committee shall have the following functions, dst@nd powers:

(@) to do or cause to do the work as prescribethenapproved work
plan of the area,

(b)  to implement the project works in its respbigy in a proper way,

(c) to manage the operation and maintenance of pheject
responsibilities taken by it,

(d) to mobilize people's participation and labacéfor the completion
of the project,

(e)  submit the budget and annual programs, andhget approved by
calling a meeting of the users,

()] provide financial and other statements demandgdconcerned
authorities,

(9 to manage the renovation and maintenance éngaig maintenance
fee from the users,

(h)  to prescribe the type, quantity, the areagtaiged, method, time and
fees for forest resources necessary for the daityaf local people
annually,

() to prescribe grazing area, type, number ofrers and grazing fees,
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11.

12.

(), 0 up date the record of immigrants and migi&rthe area,

(k)  take responsibility of any project handed oteett,

) to prepare directory needed to regularize itxcedure and submit to
the warden for approval,

(m)  todoor getit done the reforestation iraitsa,

(n) to carryout programs to control floods, latidess, and soil erosion,

(0) to operate users' committee’s fund,

()] to carry out other necessary works.

Sub-Committee _may be formed (1) Users' committee may form

necessary sub-committees to run the programmestiipamder the Rule-
10 in its area.

(2) The formation procedures, functions, duties aoders of the
subcommittee under the Sub-rule (1) shall be ascpted by the users'
committee.

Meeting and Decision of Users' Committe€¢1) The meeting of the users

committee shall be held as-and when necessary.

(2) Date, time and venue of the meeting shall beletermined by
the president.

(3) The president, or in his/her absence the vresigent shall chair
the meeting of the users’ committee. If both, thesmlent and the vice
president are absent, the person chosen from athergitending members
of the committee shall chair the meeting.

(4) The quorum to hold the meeting shall be fd&rcent of the total
number of the members.

(5 The decision of the meeting shall be passedthay simple
majority.

(6) The secretary of the users' committee shakathe minutes of
the meeting.

(7) Other procedures regarding the meetings otifil@gs’ committee
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shall be as prescribed by the users' committelt itse

13.  Work Plan of Users' Committee (1) User's committee shall prepare the

work plan for the works to be done for communitywelepment, natural
resources conservation and utilization of foresbueces within the buffer
zone in its own area and get it approval by thesuse
(2) The warden shall provide necessary technissistance to the
users' committee while preparing the work plan utikde Sub-rule (1).
() The following details shall be included in thwerk plan under
the Sub-rule (1):
(@) name of the concerned users' committee,
(b)  boundaries of the units. of the concerned users
committee,
(c) management method to be adopted for the
conservation of forests, wildlife and environment,
(d)  method of collection of the forest resources
(e) grazing place and method in forest area,
)] plant thinning, pruning, cleaning and otherethods
of forest silviculture,
(g9  method of reforestation and forest reform,
(h)  method of distribution, management and sal®fst
resources,
() method and policy to be adopted for land managnt,
(), necessary other matters.
(4) Users' committee shall submit the work planspdsby the
meeting of users under the Sub-rule (1) to the mrafdr approval.
(5 The warden shall after necessary inquiring,rayg the work
plan submitted to him for approval under the Subk-1(4) with necessary
amendments if it is necessary and inform such & dbncerned users'

committee.
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14. Dissolution of Users' Committee (1) Warden may dissolve user's

committee in the following conditions:
(a) ifit acts against approved work plan,
(b) if it falls to accomplish the duties and resgibilities
under the Rule-10,
(c) if it does the prohibited acts under the Riile-

(2) Before dissolving the users' committee under Sub-rule (1),
the warden shall provide reasons and shall demkmndication by giving
fifteen days' notices to the users' committee.

(3) If the warden feels the clarification demandeder the Sub-rule
(2) is unsatisfactory, he/she or a technical siaffignated by him/her may
make a field inspection.

(4) On the basis of the report received after fledd finspection
under the Sub-rule (3), the warden if he deems ssacg, may dissolve
such users' committee.

(5) The warden may dissolve users' committee if tihe third
members of the concerned users' committee requestriting for the
dissolution of the users' committee.

(6) ‘The officials who are not satisfied with thesgblution of the
users' committee under the Sub-rule (4) or (5) @mapeal to the Director
General within thirty-five days of the notificatiarf the dissolution of the
users' committee.

(7) If an appeal is made under the Sub-rule (6) taeddecision of
the dissolution of the users' committee by the wand approved or if such
an appeal is not made, the warden shall again famother users'
committee and make it operated after the deaddinéhe appeal is over.

(8) If the users’ committee is dissolved and areapps filed under

the Sub-rule (6), the warden or the designated itvy dhall manage such
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area until the final decision is made or in case dahpeal is not filed and
until another users' committee is formed underSub-rule (7).
(9) Property and responsibility of the dissolveargs committee
shall be transferred to the users' committee foraveter the Sub-rule (7).
15. Fund of Users' Committee (1) Users' committee shall have a separate

fund.
(2) The following amounts shall be in the fund enthe Sub-rule

(D):

(@ income received from selling of forest product
prescribed by the buffer zone community forest work
plan,

(b)  amount received under the Section-25a oAitte

(c) amount received ‘from giving hunting licensesler
the Rule-35,

(d)  donations or financial assistance receivedhfidonor
agencies or individuals,

(e)  miscellaneous.

(3) Users' committee shall operate the fund by oygean account in
a bank.

Provided that, a person designated by the commmiti@e handle up
to Ten Thousand Rupees in an area where bankiiifyféa€not available.

(4) The fund shall be operated by joint signatukthe two officials
designated by the users' committee.

(5) Expenditure to be borne by the users' commitball be spent
from the users committee’s fund.

(6) The amount received by the users' committeetHer specific
programme or work should be spent for the sameraname or work.

(7) While performing construction work or gettingdone through

others, the users' committee shall follow the nomasle by the Ministry

www.lawcommission.gov.np 9



www.lawcommission.gov.np

16.

17.

18.

from time to time relating to the rate analysis ttog development programs
of the forest, botany, wildlife and soil consergatiby not exceeding the
rates and norms.

Auditing of Users' Committee (1) Auditing of each fiscal year of the

users' committee shall be done by the person ass$igg the concerned
warden.

(2) Users' committee shall have to submit documemd records
of account as demanded by the person assignediddma under the Sub-
rule (1).

(3) If the auditing finds financial abuse by th#imals of users'
committee, the warden shall make such person rédmamount as the
governmental debt.

Chapter-5

Prohibited Activities within Buffer Zone

Prohibited Activities within _the Buffer Zone: No person unless in

possession of written permission from the wardeall sbommit the

following acts within a buffer zone. It is considdra crime if such acts are

done.

(@)  Occupy any land without legal ownership or tees, clear forests
or cultivate forestland,

(b) . Any activities damaging forest resources asdbfire in the forests,

(c) Excavate stone, earth, sand or mine or reraayaminerals, earth or
other such materials,

(d)  Use of any harmful poison or explosive subsés into the river,
stream or source of water flowing in the bufferepn

(e Hunting illegally and any acts damaging todhfi.

Order can be Given to _Stop or to Rectify Activies: (1) If any actions

being operating or to be operated within or outsidebuffer zone, have or

will have the negative impact on the land use, igubkalth, natural
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environment and natural resources conservationwidn@len may on the
recommendation of the users' committee give anra@ehe concerned
person or institution to stop such activities immag¢zly or to mitigate the
impacts.

(2) Reasons to stop such activities or the desonipif the types of
reform be made should be clearly stated in therogden under the Sub-
rule (1).

(3) The person or institution that is not satisfieith the order given
by the warden may appeal to the Department withiytfive days after
receiving the order notice. Decision made on. sugpeal by the
Department will be final.

19. No Damage shall be causeto person shall cause any damage to the

public road, culvert, fence, signpost, signal, threo public property inside
the buffer zone.

20. Approval to be sought (1) Before registering or giving license for the

operation of industries other than cottage indestriby the authorized
official, the official shall register or give licea for the operation of such
industry only after getting written approval of thepartment.

(2) Notwithstanding anything contained in the Suler(1), before
registration or providing license for cottage inmbysbased on forest
resources, the official shall register or providehse for the operation of
the industry only after getting approval of the Bement.

(3) The Department shall prepare Guidelines for dperation of
industries under the Sub-rule (1).

(4) The industries other than cottage industry imddistry based on
forest resources operating within buffer zones fgefboe commencement of
these Rules, shall operate such industry undeGthidelines prepared by
the Department under Sub-rule (3) within one ydtardhe declaration of

the buffer zone under Section-3a of the Act
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21.

Chapter-6
Provision Relating to Forest Development

May be Handed over as Buffer Community Forest(1) If the users'

committee is interested to take any forest area lagffer community forest
in the area prescribed as the buffer communitystofer the management
of buffer zone under the Rule-4 shall apply to th@rden in a format
mentioned in the Appendix-3.

(2) The warden shall provide necessary technicad ather
assistance to the users' committee to develop & plan if an application
is filed pursuant to Sub-rule (1).

(3) The warden may, after necessary examinaticthefpplication
made under Sub-rule (1) and the work plan submftiedpproval by users'
committee, shall give the whole forest area orarm gs mentioned in the
application to the concerned users' committee aloittya certificate under
the Appendix-4.

(4) The users' committee may submit a proposaadfmendment of
the work plan approved by the warden. Warden mag gpproval on such
proposal as it is or with amendments.

(5) Incase of users of two or more users' comastiequest the
same forest area as buffer community forest, thedeva may, in co-
ordination with concerned users hand over suchstarsa on the basis of
mutual understanding.

(6) The users' committee taking responsibility e tbuffer
community forest under the Sub-rule (3) will be uest for an explanation
by giving a maximum of fifteen days notice if it&Bnot act in accordance
with the work plan.

(7) If the explanation submitted is not satisfagtoor if the field

report deems it reasonable to take the buffer comiymdorest back, the
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warden him/herself shall manage such withdrawnstoaéter taking it back.

(8) If the users' committee is not satisfied wltle tlecision made to
take back the buffer community forest under the-Qudb (7) may appeal to
the Director General against such decision witimty-five days after
receiving the notification of such decision. Thecid®n given by the
Director General will be final in such a case.

(9) Until the final decision is made on the appaalde under Sub-
rule (8) the warden shall manage such forest hiradtie

(10) By paying fees as prescribed by the usershatiee, the users’
of buffer community forest shall be allowed to uke forest resources of
the forest planted and grown by the user's comeniteIf by not exceeding
in extent and quantity of the use of such resowoeler the work plan.

(11) By paying fees as prescribed by the user'switise, the user's
of the buffer community committee forest shall tleveed to use the forest
resources received from the forest area consersiéldeacommunity buffer
forest by the users’ community itself by not exaegdin extent and
guantity under the work plan.

(12) Users’ shall be allowed to transport foresbdurcts, except
timber and firewood obtained under the Sub-rule) @od (11) from the
buffer zone. Users shall have to obtain permis§iom the warden before
making such transportation.

22. May_be Handed over as Buffer Religious Forest(1l) Any religious

authority, group or community willing to develomnserve and utilize any
religious place situated in the buffer zone fromciant time or the
peripheral forest of such place will have to giva application in
accordance with Appendix-5 to the warden by desugibthe area,
boundaries and programs to be carried out in sdoteat.

(2) After necessary investigation on the applicatiendered under

Sub-rule (1), the warden may hand over such butdigious forest as
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demanded by the applicant, or with necessary amentto the religious
authority, group, or community with a certificates anentioned in
Appendix-6. Provision should be made so as nofffeciethe right of the
traditional users while handing over such forest.

(3) Timber and firewood located in the buffer redigs forest may
be used only in religious works of the concerndigjicaus place.

Provided that, trees shall not be allowed to cut timay cause
negative impact on the environment or cause dartageblic property or
soil erosion in the watershed area.

(4) The warden may make a decision to take sutifer religious
forest back if the concerned religious authorityoulp or community act
against Sub-rule (3) or fails to perform the sadiv@ties in the buffer
religious forest under Sub-rule (2).

Provided that before making a decision to takelhter religious
forest back, fifteen days notice shall have to ey to the concerned
religious authority, group or.community to subnhi¢ texplanation.

(5) If the religious authority, group or community,not satisfied
with the decision made by the warden under Sub-(d)emay appeal
against the decision to the Director General witthia thirty-five days
notification of such a decision. The decision magehe Director General
on such appeal shall be final.

23.  Buffer Private Forest can be Cultivated (1) The rightful owner of the

land within the buffer zone may develop, consemanage buffer private
forestand utilize the forest products as he wishes.

(2) The warden may provide necessary technicaki@sgie to the
owner of the buffer private forest.

(3) The owner of buffer private forest is allowwdtransport sale or
distribute freely the forest products of the buffeivate forest within the

buffer zone.
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24.

(4) If the owner of buffer private forest has tartsport, sale or
distribute the forest products of buffer privateefst out side the buffer
zone, shall have to apply to the warden with thecdption of species,
kind, and quantity of the forest products.

(5) If an application is received under the Sule-r(#) and upon
necessary examination, the forest products aredftmutelong to the owner
of the buffer private forest, the warden may bymsy that there shall no
environmental impact, give permit to transport pneducts from the buffer
zone by defining species, kind and quantity, arngt seal in case of
wood.

(6) The permits under the Sub-rule (5) shall betifeed at the
concerned forest check post while transportindnefforest products.

Wood and Firewood shall be Provided (1) The warden himself or

through the users committee may collect the woodirewood that are
drifted, edged or trapped or submerged on the besk within the buffer
zone.

(2) Warden shall make arrangement to keep theisoaiéd wood or
firewood securely within the buffer zone during tpeocess of legal
procedure. If such wood or frewood is found frone forest managed by
users' committee, such wood or firewood shall beergiback to the
concerned users' committee.

(3) The warden may prescribe appropriate locatomake a depot
for selling the wood and firewood, and decide treximum limit of wood
or firewood to be given to the local users underSob-rule (1) or (2).

(4) While acting under the Sub-rule (3), the warddall have to
work in co-ordination with the concerned users' nuottee.

(5) While selling the wood or firewood, the depbab have to sale
it to the local users on the basis of the recommagonl of concerned users'

committee, the quantity under the Sub-rule (3), exyalty under the Sub-
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rule (6).

(6) While prescribing the rate of wood or firewofad selling under
the Sub-rule (5), the warden shall have to presctiie rate on the basis of
the rate of the wood or firewood prescribed by éhésting forestry laws
and also includes the costs incurred during coflgctsuch wood or
firewood.

(7) The Wood or firewood sold under the Sub-Rul¢ &Il be not
permitted to be used outside the buffer zone.

(8) By deducting the amount incurred in the coltattof wood or
firewood from the amount received by selling untiex Sub-rule (5), the
remaining amount shall have to be deposited irgagttvernment account.

25.  Buffer Zone Forest (1) The warden if he deems necessary may prescrib

any unit as a buffer zone forest for the managenoérthe buffer zone
under the Rule-4.

(2) While prescribing the buffer zone forest un8eib-rule (1), soil
conservation, wildlife, plants and the environméraspect of such area
should be taken into consideration.

(3) Warden shall have to conserve, develop, ancagethe forests
within the buffer zone as prescribed under thiRul

(4) .If any users' committee of the buffer zone @=sto take the
forest products from the buffer zone, the wardeallshave to sell by
charging prescribed fees to such users' committerore than one user's
committees desire to take such forest productshidll be sold in a
proportional basis.

(5 In a condition when no committee desires teetauch forest

products, the warden shall have to put it to auctio
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Chapter-7

Community Development

26. Allocation of the Expenses for Community Devepment (1) The

Ministry shall prescribe the percentage of amoonbé expended for the

community development of local people from amorggdmount earned by

the national parks, reserves or conservation aradsr the Section-25a of

the Act

(2) On the basis of the following factors, the- Miny shall

determine the percentage of the amount to be expefod the community

development under the Sub-rule (1):

(a)

(b)
(€)

(d)

(e)

()

(9)

annual income earned by national park, resarve
conservation area,

population and area of the buffer zone,

situation of community development of the buff
zone,

impact caused by national park or reservdeanbuffer
zone,

contribution of the local people on the comaéon of
national park, reserve or conservation area,
availability of local resource and means tbatld be
needed for the community development,

local people's interest, motivation and pgvétion for

community development,

(3) While determining the distribution of the amotmwhich unit to

get what amount from among the amount received dommunity

development of the buffer zone, the following cortte® shall be formed:

(a)

a person selected by the presidents
of users' committees of the buffer

zone among them -Chairperson
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(b)  representative of the concerned
district development committee  -Member

(c)  presidents of the concerned
users' committees -Member

(d)  Warden -Member- Secretary

(4) If the buffer zone is located in more than odestrict,
representatives of all district development commest will be in the
committee under Sub-rule (3).

(5) The warden shall call meeting as and when requinder Sub-
rule (3) in consultation with the chairperson oé tbtommittee. The other
working procedures regarding the meeting will bedatermined by the
committee themselves.

(6) While distributing the amount received for coomity
development by the community under Sub-rule (3, rimaining amount
after allocating the estimated amount for compaoisainder Section3c of
the Act, shall have to be distributed to the usssimittees on the basis of
the following:

(a). location and population of the user’'s committee

(b)  demand and necessity of the community devedopm

(c) impact caused by the national park or reservsuch
area,

(d)  contribution of the local for the conservatioof
wildlife, forest resources and natural resourcegudt
area,

(e) local people's interest, motivation and g#pétion in
community development,

() estimated cost of the project operated in atiqaar
unit.

(7) The amount to be distributed for the commurdérvelopment
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27.

under Sub-rule (6) will be released on quarterlyida

Activities Relating to the Community Developmet: (1) By selecting the

project which may be operated from the amount gieemisers’ committee
for community development under the Rule-26, thersiscommunity shall
have to prepare and submit the proposal of sucfegiralong with cost
estimate and users' labor component to the warden

(2) The warden shall have to provide technical sé@sce to the
users’ committee for the preparation of cost edemander Sub-rule (1). If
the warden fails to provide the technical assistaanad makes a request to
the District Development Committee, the Districtielpment Committee
shall have to provide such technical assistantegtaisers' committee.

(3) After examining the project proposal submittewtier Sub-rule
(1), the warden may approve to launch such progectthe basis of
appropriateness.

(4) The warden shall release the amount to the erord users’
committee on an installment in accordance withctbgt estimate submitted
by the users' committee under Sub-rule (2).

(5) After completion of the project, users' comgettshall request
the warden to verify the project, and if such auesy is made, the warden
shall have to provide technical assistance. Ifiwheden fails to provide the
technical assistance and makes a request to theicDiBevelopment
Committee, the District Development Committee shalle to provide such
technical assistance to the users' committee.

(6) After completion of the project conducted byenss committee,
the users' committee shall have to submit a repodccounts and the final
verification to the warden. The warden shall resgissuch reports on
accounts and the final verification, and providetiteation of such report
to the users' committee.

(7) After the submission of the final verificatioaport with bills and
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28.

29.

30.

31

vouchers, the warden make on the site inspectiaandsvhen needed and
finds the work completed, he may clear the advameunt taken by the
users' committee.

(8) The expenses incurred while making the cosiast and final
checking of the project under Sub-rule (1) will hecluded in the
expenditure of the concerned project.

Development Project Should Carried out withoutDuplication: While

carrying out community development related work emthe Rule-27, the
warden shall see that there is no duplication whighworks of the project of
community development conducted in the unit by aftiyer authorities,
institution or office.

Project to be Selected on the Basis of Prigyit While selecting projects,

the users' committee shall have to give prioritghase projects that meet
the requirement of local people-and conserve nateisaurces.

Obligation _of Local Users The following are the obligations of the local

users who benefit from the project operated from dmount received for
community development under the Rule-26:
(&)  provide labor contribution for the accomplighmof the project,
(b)  pay maintenance fees in project,
(c) provide necessary assistance for the acconmpdish operation and
maintenance for the project.
Chapter-8
Method of Depositing Amount and Prescribing Compenation

Amount to be Deposited in the Deposit Account(1) Amount earned by

national park, reserve or conservation area wildbposited in a bank by
opening a Deposit Account of the name of the corexroffice of the
national park, reserve or conservation area.

(2) After allocating the percentage of amount priesa by the

Ministry for community development under Rule-26 quoarterly basis
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32.

33.

from among the amount balanced in the Deposit adconder Sub-rule
(1), the remaining amount shall be deposited imoRevenue Account.

Method of Determining Compensation Amount(1) The residents, who

request for the amount of compensation under Se@goof the Act, shall
have to submit an application to the users’ congmitivith the description
of the damage.

(2) If an application is submitted under Sub-r{dg, the users’
committee, after making necessary investigatiothefactual damage done
may fix and recommend the compensation amount thighdescription of
the damage.

(3) If a recommendation of users' committee is enadder Sub-
rule (2), the committee under Sub-rule (3) of Rubs, after making
necessary examination shall determine the amounddems to make the
compensation.

(4) The compensation amount assessed under SufBjdeall have
to be given to the concerned people.

(5) After the compensation is made available to tiomcerned
people under Sub-rule (4), the warden shall witdhe concerned Land
Revenue Office to record-off of such compensatd.lan

Chapter-9
Miscellaneous

Operation of Service in the Buffer Zone (1) If the Ministry wishes to

operate any services or amenities within the buftere through any person
pursuant to Section-6 of the Act, it shall publshbid tender notice in
major newspapers giving at least 35 days noticeh wikecessary
specifications of such services or amenities arddlms and conditions of
the operation, and it shall also mention the offae official for the
submission, the opening date and time of the mddein such a bid notice.
(2) If the Ministry considers the bid tenders sutbed within the
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34.

35.

36.

stipulated time under the Sub-rule (1) are notanfarmity with the Rules
and unsatisfactory, it may republish a notice fustaer bid.

(3) From among the tenders submitted accordingeoSub-rule (1)
or (2), the Ministry shall accept the bid that pises to pay highest royalty
and is in compatible with environmental conservatio

Provide that, under certain circumstances, the sitinimay accept a
tender bidding a lower amount, and the officialegeng the tender shall
have to state the reason for accepting the bid.

(4) The bidder promising to operate services oemitres inside
the buffer zone shall prepare and submit a detaglied of construction
works for such services and amenities to the Milsir approval.

Application of Land Use System (1) On the land specified for the

application of land use system in pursuant to Fyléae warden, with the
consent of the concerned users’ committee, mayecthes users to plant
particular crops or to do horticulture or to plémetes or grass or make them
do any other works with the application of land agstem.

(2) The warden may provide technical or other #asce to the land
owner or the tenant who are to work applying thedlase system pursuant
to Sub-rule (1).

Hunting may be allowed If the pressure increases in the buffer zone with

the significant rise in number of wildlife insideet national park or reserve,
the Department may provide hunting permission mdiee buffer zone for
animals other than the endangered species by weeding the quota set
by the Department.

Research Work may be Carried out(1) A person interested to conduct a

research work within buffer zone, may conduct #earch after receiving
pre-approval of the Department, and a copy of bisflasearch report shall

be submitted to the Department.
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37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

Provided that, if a foreign national or institutios interested to
conduct a research work, the Department may gikmigeion for the same
upon charging the prescribed fees.

(2) The warden and the users' committee shall Haverovide
necessary assistance the persons who want to domdearch pursuant to
Sub-rule (1).

To Notify the Warden The users' committee shall maintain up to date

record of immigrants and migrants in and from rsaaand give notice of
such records to the warden.
To Assist the WardenLocal administration, police, governmental or hon

governmental organizations, users' committees drithea concerned shall
have to assist the warden in the management arsg¢io@tion of the buffer
zones.

Interim_Provision: (1) Subjectto the directives of the Departmehg

warden may manage the buffer zone until the managemmlan is comes
into force, on the basis of appropriateness.

(2) Until the management work plan comes into @ffaersuant to
Rule-13, the concerned users’ committee shall baearry out the work of
its area in accordance with the directives givetheywarden.

Adjudicating Authority to Hear Cases and Appeal (1) The warden shall

have the power to dispose of the cases of the affeelated to the
management and conservation of buffer zone so mekclaursuant to
Section 3a of the Act.

(2) The party, who is not satisfied with the demsmade by the
warden under the Sub- Rule (1) may appeal befazeCihurt of Appeal
within thirty-five days after receiving the notioésuch decision.

Framing Manual: The warden may frame and apply required manual fo

the management, conservation and development derbabne upon

receiving approval from the Ministry.
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42. Result of the Withdrawal of the Buffer Zone (1) If Government of

Nepal withdraws the buffer zone pursuant to Sulkse¢2) of the Section-
3a of the Act, the amount received by the localppedor the community
development and the benefits enjoyed by them irbtiféer zone, shall no
longer be provided to them in such area.

Provided that, Government of Nepal shall providedmount for the
completion of the on going project in the buffeneo

(2) If the buffer zone is withdrawn, existing laws forestry shall be
enforced in such area.

43. Changes or Alterations in_SchedulesGovernment of Nepal may make

necessary changes or alterations by publishing acé&lan the Nepal
Gazette.

44,  Saving If the forest handed over as community foresgsésl forest,
religious forest, etc. pursuant to prevalent lawfoke the commencement
of these Rules to fall inside the buffer zone, hials continue to be
according to the existing laws until the expiry tfie concerned
management work plan, and after the expiry of énenf the work shall be

carried out pursuant tothese Rules.
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Schedule -1
(Relating to Sub-rule (1) of the Rule 9)

Format Sample of Application for the Registration d Users' Committee

The Warden,

... ... ... National Park/ Reserve €fi

Upon forming a users' committee pursuant to tleaipions of the National
parks and Wildlife Conservation Act, 1973 and theff& Zone Management
Rules,(1996), we, hereby submit this application atisy the
following descriptions. We would like to registdretconsumer's committee and
request to be informed about it.

Particulars
€) Name of the user' committee:
(b) Boundaries:
(c)  Approximate area:
(d)  Number of households:
(e)  Total population:
Applicants

<. ... ... On behalf of the Users' Comneitte

S.N. Name Position Signature
1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Date:
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Sechedule-2
(Related to Sub-rule (2) of the Rule 9)
Government of Nepal
Department of National Parks and Wildlife Conseiorat
................. National Park/ Reserve Office

Users' Committee Reqistration Certificate

Registration No.: Date: i...........

The oo, Users' Committee

This certificate has been awarded to the User'siitise upon registering it
pursuant to the authority conferred by the Natiofdrks and Wildlife
Conservation Act, 1973 and the Buffer Zone Managenfegulation, 1996.
Descriptions of users' committee:

(& Name:

(b) Boundaries:

(c)  Approximate area:

(d)  Household number:

(e) Total population:

Certificate Issuing Officer's

Name:
Position:

Signature:

Note: Twenty Five Rupees fees shall be charged for a duplicate copy of the

certificate if the certificateislost, torn or damaged.
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Schedule-3
(Relating to Sub-rule (1) of the Rule 21)

Application to be Submitted for the Reqistration ofBuffer Community Forest

The warden,

We are interested to conserve, develop and uthiegollowing forest area
as a Buffer Community Forest in accordance withatiached work plan subject
to the provisions of the National Parks and Wil€onservation Act, 1973 and
the Buffer Zone Management Rules, 1996, and hesabynit this application for
the handing over the forest area to this usershutiee.

(@) Name and address of the forest proposed to be reameay as the buffer
community forest:

(b) Boundaries:

(c) Area:

(d)  Does any wildlife exist or not? If yes, whispecies of wildlife?

Applicants

On behalf of the Users' Committee

S. N. Name Position Signature
1.

2.

3.

4.

Date
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Schedule-4
(Relating to Sub-rule (3) of Rule 21)

Certificate of the Regqistration of Buffer Community Forest

Government of Nepal
Ministry of Forest and Soil Conservation
Department of National Parks and Wildlife Conseiorat
.................................. National Park/seeve Office

The following Buffer Forest area is handed overBadgfer Community
Forest to be managed and utilized in accordande twé attached work plan and
subject to the National Parks and Wildlife ConsdovaAct, 1973 and the Buffer
Zone Management Rules, 1996.

Descriptions of Buffer Community Forest

Name:
Boundaries:
Area:

Certificate Issuing Warden'’s

Name:
Signature:

Date:

Note: Twenty-five rupee fees shall be charged for a duplicate copy of the
certificate if thiscertificateislost, torn or damaged.
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Schedule-5
(Relating to Sub-rule (1) of Rule 22)

Application to be submitted for the Reqistration ofBuffer Religious Forest

The Warden,

We are interested to conserve, develop and uthiegollowing forest area
as a Buffer Religious Forest in accordance withatt@ched work plan and subject
to provisions of the National Parks and Wildlife rGervation Act, 1973 and the
Buffer Zone Management Rules, 1996, and we, hergliymit this application for

the handing over the forest area to this Religiaughority/group/community.

Proposed buffer forest interested to be managed asbuffer religious forest:

Name:
Boundaries:

Area:

On behalf of
Religious authority/group/community
Name:
Signature:
Position:
Date
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Schedule-6
(Relating to Sub-rule (2) of Rule 22)

Certificate of Reqistration of Buffer Religious Foest

Government of Nepal
Ministry of Forest and Soil Conservation
Department of National Parks and Wildlife Conseiorat
........................... National Park/ Reservéic@

The following Buffer Forest area is handed overBagfer Religious Forest to
be managed and utilized in accordance with theclath work plan to that
Religious institution/group/community subject toopisions under the National
Parks and Wildlife Conservation Act, 1973 and th&ff& Zone Management
Rules, 1996.

Description of the Buffer Religious Forest

Name:

Boundaries:

Area:
Certificate Issuing Warden’s
Name:
Signature:

Date:

Note: Twenty Five Rupees fees shall be charged for a duplicate copy of the certificate if this certificateis
lost, torn or damaged.
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